
WAC 246-922-200  Professional and ethical standards.  In addition 
to those standards specifically expressed in chapter 18.22 RCW and 
chapter 18.130 RCW, the board adopts the standards that follow in gov-
erning or regulating the practice of podiatric physicians and surgeons 
within the state of Washington.

Podiatric medicine and surgery is that specialty of medicine and 
research that seeks to diagnose, treat, correct and prevent ailments 
of the human foot. A podiatrist shall hold foremost the principal ob-
jectives to render appropriate podiatric medical services to society 
and to assist individuals in the relief of pain or correction of ab-
normalities, and shall always endeavor to conduct himself or herself 
in such a manner to further these objectives.

The podiatric physician and surgeon owes to his or her patients a 
reasonable degree of skill and quality of care. To this end, the podi-
atric physician and surgeon shall endeavor to keep abreast of new de-
velopments in podiatric medicine and surgery and shall pursue means 
that will lead to improvement of his or her knowledge and skill in the 
practice of podiatric medicine and surgery. "Quality of care" consists 
of the following elements:

(1) Necessity of care.
(2) Appropriateness of service rendered in view of the diagnosis.
(3) Utilization of services (over or under).
(4) Quality of service(s) rendered.
(5) Whether the service(s) reported had been actually rendered.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.22.015. WSR 91-10-041 (Order 158B), § 
246-922-200, filed 4/25/91, effective 5/26/91; WSR 91-03-095 (Order 
118B), recodified as § 246-922-200, filed 1/18/91, effective 2/18/91; 
WSR 87-09-045 (Order PM 643), § 308-31-500, filed 4/14/87; WSR 
87-04-050 (Order PM 638), § 308-31-500, filed 2/3/87; WSR 84-02-077 
(Order PL 450), § 308-31-500, filed 1/4/84.]
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